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Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
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Item 8.01 Other Events

On April 27, 2009, the Board of Directors of The Hillman Companies, Inc. (the “Company”) appointed Andrew W. Code, a current director, as Chairman of the Board of
Directors to replace Peter M. Gotsch, who served as Chairman of the Company since March 31, 2004. Mr. Gotsch will continue to serve as a director of the Company.

As disclosed in the Company’s annual report on Form 10-K, Mr. Code has been a general partner of CHS Management Limited Partnership and a general partner of Code
Hennessy & Simmons Limited Partnership since August 1988. Mr. Code is on the Boards of Pool Corporation and Woodstream Corp.
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